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Rev. Andrea Hagenbuch, Rector

Rev. Andrea Hagenbuch, Rector
Now we are planning and looking
forward to the fellowship ou ng next
week to Killearn and then our harvest
celebra on followed by lunch in the
hall.

T

he summer has well and truly
passed! Not only has it rained
almost constantly each day since we
returned from our trip south at the
beginning of August but while I write
great storms and tempest are crea ng
extraordinary havoc in various parts of
the world.

We had a series of MAP mee ngs over
the summer discussing new possibili es
for our worship and mission. The
upshot is in the New Year we will be
James in his epistle, which we are exploring the healing ministry with a
currently reading on Sundays, tells us of view to including special prayers for
healing in our services. (James 5:14‐
the importance of “faith in ac on.”
16)
“What good is it, my brothers and
sisters, if someone claims to have faith Also, in the New Year, conscious of the
but has no deeds?......... faith by itself, if fact that that you may be becoming
it is not accompanied by ac on, is weary of my preaching, and in the
dead”
interest of theological leaning, I have
suggested that we have a guest
(James 2:14‐17)
preacher once a month. This would be
We are very mindful of this as we followed a erwards, over coﬀee, by a
prepare for our AGM in October. The short session of ques ons and
AGM is a very good opportunity to discussion.
review the year we have just had and to
At the beginning of October at
take stock of where we are as a church
Evensong in the cathedral we will say
and what the future may hold for us.
good bye to Bishop Gregor. This will be
Bearing the words of James each one of
a sad occasion for the diocese as he and
us can reflect on our own ministries
his long ministry have been much loved
which we believe God calls us to – this
and valued. We wish him very well in
can vary from tangible roles within the
his re rement.
church to one of prayer.
The diocese will now undertake the
This year we will be looking for two
lengthy and complex business of
new vestry members plus a new
appoin ng a new bishop – we are all
treasurer. We have been so spoilt with
called to support this prayerfully.
Gordon having been such an excellent
(James 1:5)
treasurer for more years than anyone
can remember. We are most grateful to Blessings
him – a very hard act to follow I realise
Andrea
– but it is important that we do fill

Despite the inclemency we have
enjoyed a few late summer ac vi es at
St Andrew’s.
On the last Sunday in August Liz took a
retreat at Schoensta . A good number
of us spent the a ernoon in this
beau ful se ng contempla ng and
reflec ng upon the Glory of God.
Everyone returned home spiritually
refreshed and inspired by the day, full
of gra tude to Liz.
Sadly, I was unable to a end as
Stephen and I were at the cathedral
that a ernoon. We had been invited
by the cathedral staﬀ to a end a tour
of the building followed by a delicious
tea and finishing with Evensong. This
invita on had been oﬀered to all recent
newcomers to the diocese.
Even
though we have been here over two
and a half years now we s ll qualified!
And what a great a ernoon it was!
Kelvin, the Provost, gave us an excellent
tour and talk describing the wonderful
architecture and murals – a superb
3

combina on of tradi onal and more
contemporary church decora on. I
shall now look at the walls and ceilings
with new eyes and insight!
Throughout the summer Dorcas, the
cra group, have con nued to meet.
Last Saturday saw three new members,
a result of the Milngavie exhibi on of
socie es and groups. We have had a
great me kni ng, card making and
jewellery cra ing amongst other things.
There is always a very friendly
atmosphere especially if the gardening
team happens to be on duty that day!
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these posts.
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Tree mendous

Dorcas
colourful posters showing our calendar
of cra s for 2017 and 2018 which gave
us a very professional looking display.

Last
month‘s
book
was
‘Finger in the
Sparkle Jar’ by
Chris Packham
and the me ng
was hosted by
Caroline
on
15th August.
September’s
book was ‘Together’ by Julie Cohen—a
unique love story
with a big twist in
the form of a
devasta ng
secret. The group,
who gathered at
Clare’s had a lively
discussion
over
sandwiches and
cake.

Andrea sent me this photograph with
no explana on whatsoever, so I just
assumed it was for a cap on
compe on. I eventually twigged
however that it was just a random
photograph taken while they were out
fir a walk un l they found their way
trunk‐ated by the consequences of
Storm Ali. It certainly looks to me that if
Helen leans over any further she is at
risk of falling over as well..or maybe she The next mee ng
is just preparing to limbo dance under of the Book Club
the tree?
is at Andrea’s on
17th
October
Apparently however they managed to
when the book is
lumber on regardless by taking a
‘Our House’ by
diﬀerent pathway which branched oﬀ
Louise Candlish—
the main root.
I can recommend
Actually I think the cap on on this this one as I have
should be ‘ I know you were trying to already read it!
turn over a new leaf Helen but that is
taking it to extremes’
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As a result of the fair we had three new
faces appear on 15th eager to turn their
hands to crea ng 'twiddlemuﬀs' which
n August we had a pick and mix of
give people with demen a something to
cra s. One of our youngest members
occupy their hands.
a empted to teach some of us oldies
the art of origami and we very slowly Coming up....
produced a paper menagerie. Liz McD
Saturday 20th October ‐ card prin ng
worked her magic turning some used
with a Christmas theme
coﬀee bags into pencil cases and make‐
17th
up bags. We also made scrunchies from Saturday
November ‐ weaving
oﬀ cuts of scarf material.
for
beginners.
In
prepara on for this a
child's loom can be
purchased for about
£10 ‐ all other
materials
will
be
provided.

I

Saturday
15th
is
St
On Saturday 8th September we took December
part in the Milngavie Fair of Clubs and Andrew's Christmas lunch and we hope
Socie es in the townhall. Robert very our Dorcas group will fill a table.
kindly designed and produced two
6
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All the Fun of the Fair

A Visit to the West Bank, Pales ne

admira on. Outreach comes in many
diﬀerent forms.

O

ur very own Dorcas group was one
of 33 diﬀerent clubs and socie es
compe ng for a en on (and new
members) in Milngavie Town Hall on
Saturday 8 September. They were also
compe ng with the coﬀee Morning at St
Joseph’s on one side and the new
exhibi on
about
the
Milngavie
Reservoir in the Heritage Centre on the
other side. Never a dull moment in
Milngavie!

especially those involving sexual and
gender‐based violence. Pales ne is
trying to move away from its patriarchal
and discriminatory past which featured
a high incidence of domes c violence
towards women.

UN Oﬃces in Vienna Interna onal Centre

We had several interes ng chats with
the proponents of the Kelvin Valley
Beekeepers
Associa on,
Dunbartonshire Family History Society,
Friends of Milngavie Rervoir, Milngavie
Community First Responders (do you
know where the nearest defibrillator
is?) and Milngavie and Bearsden Men’s
Caroline and stalwart members of Shed (actually in a Pagoda in King
Dorcas set up a splendid display of work George V Park, Bearsden, rather than a
done over the last year which seemed shed!).
to draw a lot of a en on and
Some of the church hall users were also
there, including Milngavie Circle Dance
and jewellery maker and teacher Kirsty
McGowan. Caroline wasn’t the only
church member there that day. Tim
manned the East Dunbartonshire Ac on
for Refugees stand and, when asked,
kindly demonstrated how they welcome
newcomers with the aid of James…. just
joking!
Drum Castle

Freda and Robert

I

n July, I was invited to take part in a
“mission” to Pales ne. The term
conjures up quite a few mental images,
of high risk, war zones and secrecy.
However, it was none of these things in
prac ce, as the trip was under the
auspices
the UN Oﬃce on Drugs and
Falklandof
Palace
Crime (UNODC) to evaluate one of their
projects which is coming to an end In
December. All UN Projects are evaluated
at the end to determine how well they
were designed and implemented. These
trips have come up for me from meto
me over the years and are usually
interes ng, albeit demanding.

Access to the West Bank is only possible
through Israel, via Ben Gurion Airport in
Tel Aviv and the Qalandia checkpoint
between Jerusalem and Ramallah, or
through Jordan via the Allenby Bridge
checkpoint in the Jordan Valley.
However, I was travelling with UN staﬀ
in a UN car (complete with blue helmets
and flak jackets in the boot) so we were
able to save some hours in the queue by
using a separate diploma c checkpoint.

Some of the walls

The UN Project in the West Bank started
in 2011 and its overall aim is to help
create a criminal jus ce system in
Pales ne with adequate forensic
medicine
and
forensic
science
capabili es. This is aligned with the goal
of the UN to uphold human rights, such
as the right to a fair trial without undue
delays and the rights of vic ms of crime,
Ramallah
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Pales ne

Pales ne
The parts of the West Bank that I saw
were rather barren in a lot of places,
with thin soil and rocky outcrops
covering most of it, but every square
yard that could be cul vated had
something growing on it. As we travelled
for the first me to Ramallah there were
many neat and dy villages in view,
usually on hill tops. Later, our driver
explained that these were the new
Israeli se lements. In many places also
were the walls constructed by Israel to
try and prevent Pales nian access to
Area C territory (i.e. Israel controlled
territory) following repeated a acks on
se lers by Pales nian ac vists. Access to
the se lements is on roads protected by
walls and surveillance cameras or even
through tunnels.

Sunrise over Ramallah and an Israeli
se lement, Psagot, on the hill.

Unfortunately, my part of the UN
Evalua on kept me in the forensic
laboratory in Ramallah and I didn’t get
to see any of the other towns – Nablus,
Jenin, Hebron, Bethlehem or Jericho.
9

Ramallah, the oﬃcial capital of the West
Bank, is built on hills, mostly rocky crags
and with some steep slopes, so moving
around involves a lot of ups and downs.

too, some of whom have returned
from the USA, having earned a lot of
money there. That partly explains the
presence of some magnificent houses
in Ramallah, as well as lots of flats –
small but s ll expensive. Ea ng out in
good restaurants was more expensive
than expected with prices similar to
Europe. The food was generally good,
with extensive bowls of salads of
diﬀerent sorts – humus, len ls,
beetroot etc.

owners of the numerous small shops
that line the way were s ll there,
hoping for a few last sales. No, I don’t
want to buy a guitar thank you. A lot of
the way was almost deserted by that
me. I remembered Thomas Gray:
‘The ploughman homeward plods his
weary way, and leaves the world to
darkness and to me.’

Restaurant Pronto in Ramallah.

While I was there, life went on as usual:
mothers with their infants, children
going to school, daily shopping, families
ea ng together in local restaurants, and
rather unexpectedly for me, smoking
the tradi onal hookah water pipes (in
restaurants and cafes everywhere, with
or without a separate room, men and
women both). So, not a war zone, at
least not at present, just occupied
territory with many restric ons on the
people who live there.
I didn’t meet any Israelis during the visit,
just Pales nians who were invariably
helpful, talka ve and making the best of
things. Some were disillusioned with the
current government and the inevitable
corrup on – in Pales ne as well as
everywhere else. The average salary is
low, of course, about US$700 or so a
month but there are rich Pales nians
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St Stephen’s Cathedral

Shops on the Via Delorosa

The Old City, Jerusalem

At the end of my visit, I stayed
overnight in Jerusalem near the Old
City and took the opportunity to walk
along the Via Dolorosa, the way Jesus
walked from his trial by Pon us Pilate
to his crucifixion at Golgotha. It was
Wednesday evening, warm, the end of
a sunny day. The Old City was s ll busy
but with people coming to the end of
their day and heading back home or to
a hotel. Some street traders and
10

You can perhaps imagine the narrow
streets from the photographs, but you
can’t know the smell of spices that
hangs over the worn cobbles, or the
late evening muted conversa ons
between people in adjacent shops, or
the sudden announcement of music
from a red old radio.
The way ends at the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, built on the place where,
according to tradi on, Jesus was
crucified and also the loca on of his
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2018

Pales ne

The Chris an Ministry of Healing
‘Chris an healing is Jesus Christ
mee ng me at the point of my need.’

Time to go home

empty tomb. One building amongst
many from the outside, but inside very
atmospheric and embracing. Dark,
rambling corridors with alcoves,
statues, altars and candles, lots of
candles. And, even at that me, lots of
people moving through, mostly in
silence, crossing themselves, kissing the
feet of saints, stroking the gold leaf
from icons. There in a corner, Jesus sat
on a wooden bench, or at least one of
the regular visitors, dressed in the style
of Galileans of Jesus’s me, with bare
Anyone
a light?
feet,
longgot
hair,
mournful expression, as
if remembering. This is known as
Jerusalem Syndrome.
At the me, the visit seemed to leave
li le impression on me, but it has
stayed with me since, giving a new
reality to the narra ves of Jesus’s life in
the Gospels. The places where he
walked and talked to his disciples are
all there: the Mount of Olives,
Gethsemane, the remaining western
11

Bishop Morris Maddocks (1928‐2008)

Church of the Holy Sepulchre

The Stone of Unc on marks where Jesus was
anointed before burial

wall of the temple. As far as I could see,
there is nothing to hinder people from
visi ng Jerusalem and the city is
crowded with visitors. If you always
wanted to go, then go.
Robert
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Y

ou will have read in Andrea’s le er
at the beginning of the magazine,
that, in the New Year, we are planning
to include prayers for healing within
the worship of our church. St Andrew’s
has long been involved in the Chris an
ministry of healing, and many of our
members have experienced this. But
for those who haven’t, I am wri ng two
magazine ar cles, this one, and a
following one in the next magazine, as
an introduc on.
This ministry is an every member
ministry; it is not only for those
ordained to minister, but equally for lay
people too. We shall have a series of
mee ngs in the New Year for anyone
interested to learn more, or wishing to
join the healing prayer team. We
already have a few people in our
congrega on who are already prac sed
12

in praying for healing. But we would
warmly welcome others into the prayer
team, and in fact this ministry is
dependent upon others willing to be
involved. From personal experience,
the healing ministry, like the pastoral
ministry of St Andrew’s, is a very
upli ing one, and I encourage you to
learn more. There are several books
now added to our library on the healing
ministry, so please do borrow them if
you wish.
For this first ar cle, I’d like us to reflect
upon the meaning of health and
healing, as we find it in scripture. To do
this, the defini on of the Hebrew word
‘shalom’ is important. This is translated
in the Bible by the word ‘peace’, simply
because we do not have a single word
in English that encapsulates it’s whole
meaning. ‘Shalom’ is the closest Old
Testament word for ‘health’, and
expresses the quality, fullness and well‐
being of life, thus conveying the
message of the fullness of life, the
abundance of life, that Jesus promises.
(John 10:10)
‘Shalom’ denotes the presence of
wholeness, completeness and well‐
being in all spheres of life – physical,
mental and spiritual, and encompasses
individual,
social
and
na onal
rela onships. It extends to the
individual’s need of health, and to the
need for a healthy community and a
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2018

The Chris an Ministry of Healing
healthy environment; in the OT, peace
and healing are o en set alongside one
another – Isaiah 57:19, Jeremiah 6:14.
Also implicit, is the covenant
rela onship with God, who alone can
make such health possible.

The Hebrew concept of ‘shalom’ invites
us to reconsider the horizons of healing
which we hold today. We cannot have
‘shalom’ in just one part of our person,
but rather we are to see ourselves as a
whole ‐ body, mind and spirit, and
open our minds to receiving the
measure of healing in any aspect of
ourselves. If some mes we do not see
the physical healing for which we have
asked, this does not mean that we are
not being healed.

Dornoch Cathedral

the love of God for me, surrounding me
and flowing through me, as people pray
for me with the laying on of hands. And
this touch of his love draws me ever
closer to him. As Chris ans, we can
trust that God values our prayers and
always answers them, in
his way and in his
ming.
Chris an faith sees the
whole of our life in this
world as a journey. We
are invited to go on a
journey into healing and
wholeness with God, a
journey which stretches
throughout our lives
and beyond, where the richness of his
care is nutured to the roots of our being
and rela onships. There will be great
encouragements and achievements
along the way; the Chris an ministry of
healing is one of the tools oﬀered to
enable and bless our paths.

If there are any queries so far, or
comments, or things you find hard,
please email me, or phone me, or speak
to me over coﬀee, and I can try to
answer them in the next issue of the
I have experienced the touch of God magazine, with no names printed if you
through several amazing physical prefer. It would be good to get a
healings over the years, and also had dialogue going.
prayer said over me when almost
nothing seemed to be happening. But
liz.farrow@gmail.com 01360 770936
what always touches me most deeply is
13
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W

hen Angela and I visited
Dornoch Cathedral it was
buzzing with local people doing their
fortnightly clean. Their minister Susan
Brown is currently the Moderator
Designate for this years Church of
Scotland General Assembly.
They frequently have 400 of a
congrega on on a Sunday morning. The
Cathedral is kept open and manned
during the week for visitors. They get a
lot of cruise ship passengers who come
on a day trip from Invergordon....
The Cathedral features a number of
contemporary stained glass windows
which were very striking and it
transpires were commissioned through
a legacy from a local couple who
enjoyed dancing together so the theme
of the glasswork was ‘dance’ but the
designs also depicted plant and animal
life from the natural environment in the
locality.
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Christmas Tree Fes val

AGM

Charitable Giving

V

estry approved the following
dona ons to chari es as part of our
annual charitable giving ahead of our
Draw Drumchapel ‐ £200
financial year end and the AGM:
Local Chari es:‐

I

t's coming up to that me again with
planning for the Christmas Tree
Fes val at St Paul's Parish Church well
under way. It takes place from Saturday
1st un l Friday 7th December and St
Andrew's has been asked to provide
volunteers for the cafe and stewarding
on Sunday 2nd from 1pm un l 4pm. If
you're available and willing to cover
some of this period please let Clare or
Caroline know.
This year the three chari es being
supported are Milngavie Youth Centre,
Glasgow Street Pastors and East
Dunbartonshire Women's Aid.
If you've never been before it is well
worth visi ng to see all the imagina vely
decorated trees and listen to the diverse
music programme.

A

lso coming up is our AGM—on
Sunday 14th October straight a er
our morning service.
We are looking for 2 new members to
join the Vestry this year—it is not an
onerous role—1 mee ng a month
maximum, and there is always coﬀee
and nice biscuits provided.
We also need someone to take over the
Treasurer's role since Gordon has now
been fulfilling that posi on for 20 years
since taking over from Michael Hayes in
1998. There is obviously a li le more
involved in this posi on but Gordon is
more than happy to provide instruc on
and advise
from the side
lines
whenever
required…

Caroline
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This is an Arts charity based in
Drumchapel working with schools and
local groups. A number of us in St
Andrew's have benefi ed from the
programme of classes they run
throughout the year.
Na onal chari es :‐

Food for Thought ‐ £200
This is a charity run by St Augus ne's in
Dumbarton suppor ng those in need in
the local area with emergency food, aid,
counselling, advocacy and guidance. The
aim is to alleviate food poverty for the
most vulnerable people in the
community.
Glasgow City Mission ‐ £200

Farm Africa ‐ £300
This is an interna onal organisa on
helping to build a prosperous rural
Africa. Farm Africa reduces poverty in
East Africa by helping farmers grow
more, sell more and sell for more.
Embrace Middle East ‐ £300

This is the world's first city mission.
Since 1826 it has been showing Chris an
care to vulnerable adults and children by
figh ng
against
poverty
and
disadvantage in Glasgow.
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This charity has over
160 years experience
of helping people of all
faiths and none to free
themselves from a life
of
poverty
and
injus ce. Together with local Chris an
communi es they are bringing las ng
change to the Middle East through
healthcare, educa on and community
development projects.
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Vestry

Andrew Colin


Summary notes taken from the Minutes
of the Vestry Mee ng held on Monday,
13th August 2018:
GDPR—most of the congrega on have
now received and returned the required
forms; Tim has been progressing plans
to create a Labyrinth in Lennox Park; a
Prayer Tree is to be set up in Church;
charitable giving dona ons were
proposed and agreed; it is also
proposed to hold a Healing Service once
a month—to be arranged by Liz and
Andrea; Andrea has proposed to have a
‘guest preacher’ once a month drawn
from our congrega on with a Q&A a er
the service.
There was also discussion about the
altar and the use of fabric or cloth as a
backdrop as well as coloured stained
glass for the chancel windows—
computer simula on to be used to aid
choices. Prepara ons for the AGM also
discussed, specifically elec ons and the
requirement for a new treasurer. Tim
will report to the AGM about
prepara ons for the selec on of the
new Bishop; Angela will let the Diocese
know about numbers from St Andrew’s
planning to a end the Bishop’s
re rement Evensong on 7th October.



W

e were all very saddened to
learn of the death of Andrew
Colin this week a er a long illness
which he bore with much for tude.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to
Veronica and the whole family at this
very sad me.
Funeral arrangements
announced

are

to

be

Magazine
The next issue of the magazine will
be issued on Sunday 25th
November 2018, so may I have any
articles or photos/material etc. by
the preceding Sunday 18
November 2018 please - thank you!

Next mee ng: Monday, 1st October 2018
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SERVICES CALENDAR
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DAY

DATE

SUNDAY

7 OCT

THURSDAY

11 OCT

SUNDAY

14 OCT

THURSDAY

18 OCT

SUNDAY

21 OCT

THURSDAY

25 OCT

SUNDAY

28 OCT

THURSDAY

1 NOV

SUNDAY

4 NOV

THURSDAY

8 NOV

SUNDAY

11 NOV

THURSDAY

15 NOV

SUNDAY

18 NOV

THURSDAY

22 NOV

SUNDAY

25 NOV

THURSDAY

29 NOV

FRIDAY

30 NOV

SERVICES
19TH SUNDAY AFTER
TRINITY

10 AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10 AM SAID EUCHARIST

20TH SUNDAY AFTER
TRINITY

10 AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10 AM SAID EUCHARIST

21ST SUNDAY AFTER
TRINITY

10 AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10 AM SAID EUCHARIST

LAST SUNDAY AFTER
TRINITY/BIBLE SUNDAY

10 AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10 AM SAID EUCHARIST

ALL SAINTS DAY

10 AM SUNG EUCHARIST

10 AM SAID EUCHARIST
REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY

10 AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10 AM SAID EUCHARIST

2ND SUNDAY BEFORE
ADVENT

10 AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10 AM SAID EUCHARIST

CHRIST THE KING

10 AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10 AM SAID EUCHARIST

ST ANDREWS DAY

7PM PATRONAL SERVICE
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