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Pastoral LeƩer

Rev. Andrea Hagenbuch, Rector

Rev. Andrea Hagenbuch, Rector

here have been quite a few
excitements this Autumn.
Not
least the Autumn colours have been
stunning – very vibrant with their
beauty las ng for weeks and weeks. It
is only now – mid November ‐ that the
wind has changed direc on and winter
seems to be se ng in.

falling over each other in despair! And
it seemed I hadn’t lost my technique!
The dances are quite complicated and
well beyond me, but I have now been a
few mes and am gradually improving.
It is an excellent group to join as
everyone is so friendly and welcoming.

Rain lashing down and winds one could
barely stand up in which did not clear
all day! A great shame as we had to
return the next day.
This autumn I have taken up a new
hobby. It all began with my friend
Sandra from Milngavie choir. As we
were enjoying our tea break, she
described to me her weekly Sco sh
Dancing sessions. The next thing I
knew I had agreed to go with her to the
next one.

In the beginning of October Stephen
and I, with Tim and Margot, went Eagle
watching in Glen Fyne. We were very
lucky on two accounts – it was a
beau ful day and we also had a great
My reeling experience to date had
sigh ng of a magnificent Golden Eagle.
been mainly social like an Eightsome
Later in the month Stephen and I took a Reel and Dashing White Sergeant etc.
trip to the Kintyre peninsular to play So, the thought of spending an evening
golf at Machrihanish. A lovely spot – being whirled around the dance floor
wonderful beach and super golf course. by dashing Scotsmen to exci ng music
The first day was very windy but dry was very temp ng.
and we got a few holes in. However,
On the first night we arrived in the hall
the next day we woke up to the most
at 7.30 to be greeted by group of
women, all very good dancers with
many years’ experience. Half of them
were wearing bands across their chests
to mark the fact they were dancing as
men!

awful weather!
3

On Saturday at Dorcas we spent a few
very happy hours learning the skill of
weaving under the guidance of Sophie
and Clare. Some very impressive fabrics
were created.
Autumn at St Andrew’s would not be
complete without the Coﬀee Morning.
It was a great success this year. Many
people sat down to enjoy their coﬀee
and cakes while perusing the stalls and
trying their luck at the bo le stall and
raﬄe. Many thanks to all the helpers
The steps are carefully explained, and Robert and Freda for overseeing
danced at a sedate pace and most the event.
people know what they are doing so
In the church’s year now, we are
the standard is high but at the same
looking towards Advent and Christmas.
me encouraging.
This Sunday we celebrate Christ The
We have a new family member at King. This year we are having a special
Westbourne Drive. Ten days ago, service to mark the fes val. With music
Teddy arrived! He is a 9‐week‐old chosen by Gordon and under the
Goldendoodle. Very cute and cuddly. guidance of Hugh we have been
Socialising is very important for puppies prac sing for a choral service arranged
so, Teddy has already been to Dorcas, by the RSCM to mark their 90th
the coﬀee morning and on the anniversary.
fellowship ou ng!

Partners were chosen, instruc ons
given, the dance walked through and
then the music was on! What fun! This
is going to be good I thought! Now I
have never been a good dancer by any
standards – I could always be relied
upon to bring a set to halt with people
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The rou ne of church life has
con nued:
Harvest was nicely
celebrated followed by a delicious
lunch; the following week was the
AGM; and we have just enjoyed
another fellowship ou ng to lunch in
Killearn ‐ we went to The Three Sisters
this me with its amazing view to the
hills.
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Pastoral Le er (contd)

Fellowship Ou ng—Killearn

For Advent bible study this year
Stephen P has kindly supplied up with a
he last mee ng of the Book Club
choice of reading from The Faith
was
at
Mission Book Shop. We will also have a
Andrea’s on 17th
weekly short course of biblical study
October . The book
a er the Thursday Holy Communion
was ‘Our House’ by
service.
Louise Candlish ‐
an
Typically, at the me of year, just From
before Advent, our scripture is interna onally
apocalyp c by nature, it speaks of acclaimed author, a
judgement and hard mes. Challenging disturbing
and
and uncomfortable to read and addic ve novel of
understand. This will be contrasted domes c suspense
with the Advent literature which is where secrets kept hidden from
more hopeful and forward looking. spouses cause shocking surprises that
This will then lead us into Christmas hit home... There's nothing unusual
when we will celebrate the joy of the about a new family moving in at 91
Trinity Avenue. Except it's her house.
birth of Christ.
And she didn't sell it….!
“The light shines in the darkness, and
The next mee ng is at Liz McDonald’s
the darkness did not overcome it”
when the book for discussion will be
John 1:5
’Where the World Ends’ by Geraldine
This year we do pray for the light of McCaughrean, a Children’s book based
Christ to shine in the darkness. In our on a true story set in St Kilda.
own dark corners of our lives and in the
In the summer
wider world of war, poverty, hardship
of 1727, a group
and poli cal unrest. Especially in these
of men and boys
uncertain days of Brexit.
are put ashore
I wish you all every blessing for
on a remote sea
Christmas and for The New Year
stac to harvest
birds for food
Andrea
but
no
one
returns to collect
them….

T
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he Fellowship Ou ng this month
was to the Three Sisters Bake at
Killearn, a lovely Café which is operated
from the Village Hall, within a modern
glass walled extension which was built
as part of a major £1.7million
refurbishment project in 2013. The Hall
is run by a Community Futures Company
on a not for profit basis for the benefit
of the local community and is frequently
used for private func ons, and
par cularly for weddings as the se ng
and the views are a superb backdrop for
photographs.

how this very impressive project was
funded, procured and completed by a
very mo vated community with the
help of some very talented people in
their midst. They have every right to be
very proud of their Village Hall which is
now a tremendous asset for the
community as a whole. Our visitors
certainly enjoyed their visit and of
course the excellent fare on oﬀer!

In fact we have good reason to be very
familiar with Killearn Village Hall as Kelly
McVey gets married there next year!
Peter Wilks, who is on the board of the
Killearn Community Futures Company
was able to explain the background to
6
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Milngavie Labyrinth

E

arlier this year, Robert Anderson
wrote an ar cle in the church
magazine promo ng the idea of a
labyrinth in Milngavie. This followed a
trip to Largs where the episcopal church
has built a labyrinth in the church
grounds. The idea of a Milngavie
labyrinth was then approved by the
vestry with the sugges on that Lennox
Park may be a suitable loca on.

The proposal is for members of St
Andrew’s Church led by Robert to cut
paths in the grass to an appropriate
design and then maintain these paths
and the strips of longer grass in
between to the required height. This
will require regular work during the
growing season and it is hoped that
volunteers from St Andrew’s and other
churches will assist.

Discussions have taken place with the
Milngavie Community Development
Trust who are involved in a project to
revitalize the park. The Trust has
supported the proposal for a labyrinth
next to the disused red blaes football
pitch. Earlier this year, a community
orchard was planted nearby. The plan
was passed to East Dunbartonshire
Council who own and maintain the park,
and the council have now agreed to
stop cu ng the grass in the designated
area from next year.

The labyrinth will be a kind of gi from
the church to the local community,
which can be used by people of all ages
for their amusement or as an aid to
contempla on. We hope that a no ce
of some sort will be erected to inform
the local populace, but this will require
funding and permission from the
Council. If anyone has any ques ons,
please ask me or Robert.
Tim Rhead

Drum Castle
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Andrew Colin

Andrew Colin (1936‐2018)

W

e were all greatly saddened by
the loss of Andrew on 25th
September, and his presence among us
will be much missed.

in the Herald bore tes mony to his life
and work—he even has his own
Wikipedia entry with a photograph of
him wearing a very impressive jumper.

Andrew
a gentle man with a good
Falklandwas
Palace
sense of humour who we know at
church enjoyed singing in the choir and
occasionally doing the readings,
however it now transpires that he was
also someone who hid his very bright
light under a bushel. We have since
learned that not only was he the first
professor of Science at Strathclyde
University, but he was also co‐inventor
of the widely used binary tree, wrote 12
textbooks as well as a number of
research works and even in his
re rement, obtained a degree in
mathema cs at the Open University as
well as a PhD in Quantum Physics.

However none of these capture
Andrew’s character be er than a short
biography wri en by himself under the
web page for the University of Glasgow
Quantum Theory Group, of which he
was an ac ve member, and which I
reproduce below.

‘I was educated at Gordonstoun school,
where I soon got used to a regime of
cold showers and early morning runs.
Eventually I escaped to Oxford, where I
studied Engineering Science. The
lectures were dull and required lots of
note‐taking, and I dropped them
altogether a er three weeks. Almost the
only thing of value I learned was how to
There have been a number of tributes study from text books. In spite of rowing
to Andrew since and a detailed obituary in one of the college boats, playing
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Andrew Colin
poker and drinking college port, I
managed to get a class 1 degree, and
went onto an assistant lectureship at
Birkbeck College, where I co‐invented
the binary tree.
A er a few years in London, where I
wrote code for the Mercury and Atlas
computers, I moved to the new
university of Lancaster, where I was
appointed Director of the Computer
Laboratory. In those days computers had
rather less power than a modern
smartphone, but needed to be housed in
large air‐condi oned buildings. Personal
computers didn't exist.
In 1970 I became the first professor of
computer science at Strathclyde
University, Microcomputers had just
been invented, and I saw the poten al of
these machines at a me when most
computer professionals regarded them
as kids' toys. Nevertheless, I got a grant
to buy 105 Commodore Pets, and used
them to teach elementary programming
to science and engineering students at
the university. As one student remarked,
"Now we know how to program; before,
we just learned to copy each other's
punched cards."

some mes tearful, to everyone in the
audience. Penny also revealed her
keyboard virtuosity in Chopin’s
Fantasie Impromptu in C#. Many of us
in the audience listened to the
performance with a mixture of
admira on and sadness, realising that
most of us could never play like that,
even if we prac ced throughout our
lives.

inorganic chemistry simulator marketed
by Crocodile Clips Ltd., and widely used
in schools.
Eventually re rement loomed. I couldn't
se le into a gentle decline with golf and
cruises to foreign places. All my life I
have been consumed by intense curiosity
about modern physics. I had read many
popular books about quantum theory,
and understood none of them. So I
brushed up my mathema cs at the Open
University and started on a Ph.D. at
Strathclyde, generously supported by my
previous employers there. I now know
that no‐one else really understands
quantum physics either ‐ so that's alright
then.
I love walking, and have collected nearly
all the Munros, but alas! I have no head
for heights, so the Inaccessible Pinnacle
and the Aonach Eagach ridge are
beyond me.
I am currently working with a group in
the Physics Department of Strathclyde
University, developing so ware for Free
Electron Laser simulators. I have a
special interest in designing a graphic
interface for users of these simulators.’

Following the private funeral in the
In 1984 or thereabouts, I and some
Church a Memorial Service is to be held
colleagues started a so ware company.
in the Cathedral on Saturday 24th
Colin Ross Malone Ltd. specialised in
November.
educa onal so ware. Our main interest
was in simula on; We wrote the ini al
version of “Crocodile Chemistry”, an
9
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The tea and cake a erwards were
quite nice too.

They are, of course, Geoﬀ and Penny
Haydock, clarine st and pianist
respec vely, who cheered up the
residents of Abbotsford House with a
deligh ul programme of duo and solo
performances, including part of Rimsky
‐Korsakov’s Suite from Themes from
Scheherazade, Schubert’s Serenade
and the “vulgar” part of the Mozart
Clarinet concerto. The theme from
Hugo Alfven’s Swedish Rhapsody,
Stranger on the Shore and Gershwin’s
Rhapsody in Blue were well‐loved
pieces which brought back memories,

It would be remiss of me not to
men on a li le about Geoﬀ and
Penny’s careers to date. Geoﬀ’s
St Stephen’s Cathedral
professional career began at age 19,
playing with the Halle Orchestra under
Sir John Barbirolli. Later he became
principal clarine st with the BBC
Sco sh Symphony Orchestra before
embarking on a career as a soloist.
Penny won an open scholarship to the
Royal Manchester College of music at
age 16 and then spent a career in
broadcas ng and the concert hall,
making over 2000 radio and television
broadcasts. Penny was also the pianist
for Sco sh Ballet in its nascent years.
Like Geoﬀ, she con nues to give
recitals around the world, some mes
on the high seas! They have given a lot
of me and energy in teaching and
helping young musicians over the years
and are stalwart supporters and
benefactors
of
the
Victoria
Interna onal Arts Fes val in Gozo, near
Malta.
Robert

n 7th October, several members
of the congrega on a ended
Abbotsford House, which is a new care
home on Craigton Road. To put your
minds at rest immediately, we were
not scoping out the home with a view
to moving in, but rather we were there
to hear a rather nice classical concert in
aid of the Paul O’Gorman charity for
Leukaemia Research and given by two
musicians that have been unheralded
members of St Andrew’s congrega on
for some me already.
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Carols for Christmas

R

ecently I discovered the BBC Radio
3 Carol Compe on. Not that I
entered it, of course, as it invites
musicians,
both
amateur
and
professional, to compose a musical
se ng for a poem, to create a new
Christmas carol. This was interes ng
because it reflects the encouraging fact
that the church is s ll growing and
developing in diﬀerent areas. It can
some mes seem that the church is not
adap ng enough to our rapidly
changing world. Having an anchor in
tradi onal music and services is good,
but new words and new music can give
new insight, just as a reading of a
familiar bible passage can o en have
new meaning for the listener. Gordon
should be congratulated for regularly
introducing new music and se ngs for
the Eucharist.

Ann M Orr (1930‐2018)
read by the author on the web site at:
Another hobby of hers was playing the
cello.

(it’s easier to Google BBC Radio 3 Carol
Compe on 2018).

She went to college in Kent and trained
there to become a PE teacher. She went
on to teach and soon met my father,
Robert. They were married on 17th
August 1954. Children soon followed
Nicholas in 1955, me in 1957 and
Christopher in 1961.

The Bee Carol
Silently on Christmas Eve,
the turn of midnight’s key;
all the garden locked in ice
a silver frieze –
except the winter cluster of the bees.
Flightless now and shivering,
around their Queen they cling;
every bee a gi of heat;
she will not freeze
within the winter cluster of the bees.

Bring me for my Christmas gi
a single golden jar;
let me taste the sweetness there,
but honey leave
In a vaguely similar bent, If anyone is
to feed the winter cluster of the bees.
interested, there is a Penguin/Pelican
book called “Part III – the Chris an Come with me on Christmas Eve
Testament since the Bible”, a collec on to see the silent hive –
ofAnyone
wri ngs
Chris ans through the trembling stars cloistered above –
got by
a light?
ages a er the Bible as we know it was and then believe,
compiled. I have a copy and Amazon bless the winter cluster of the bees.
has second‐hand copies for as li le as Carol Ann Duﬀy (2011)
1p. As Malcolm Wilson taught during
Once the winning musical entry has
his confirma on classes many years
been selected, a recording of the final
ago, our religion is a revealed religion,
carol will be provided on the web site.
which con nues to be revealed today.
Previous years’ carols are also
The poem for the Radio 3 Carol available. I par cularly like the 2014
Compe on, 2018 is “The Bee poem “Can it be true?”.
Carol” (below). You can hear it being
Robert
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y mother was born on 6th June
1930. Her father Douglas Wilson
was an oﬃcer in the Cameron
Highlanders. He survived the figh ng in
the trenches in the First World War and
later became a doctor.
Her mother Audrey gave birth to
iden cal twins Ann and Margaret ‐
younger sisters of Sheila, in 1930 in High
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire.
My
mother told us stories of growing up
during the second world war, which
included taking refuge under the kitchen
table in their home in High Wycombe
during bombing raids. She was later
evacuated to a boarding school in Wales
un l the end of the war.

She took up horse riding in the 1960,s
and we also all learned to ride. She took
on the job of training the Strathblane
Pony Club mounted games team for
several years in the 1970's. Two years
running her team qualified for the Horse
of the Year Show at Wembley and one of
those years the team were the na onal
winners. She has owned several ponies
including three Highland Ponies:
Benjamin, Amber and Amber's foal
Monty. She carried on riding Monty up
un l about 7 or 8 years ago. Nicholas
now looks a er him and rides him
regularly.

Over the years she took the ponies to
various compe ons, Benjamin to
showing compe ons and Amber to
driving compe ons where they won
awards. She became a judge at showing
She enjoyed sports, including tennis, and
compe ons and became secretary of
played tennis matches at Gahvan with
the Highland Pony Society.
her cousins, the Pytches. I have received
emails from both Peter and David She had a passion for helping children
Pytches recalling the me they spent at and adults with disabili es and became
12
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Ann M Orr (1930‐2018)
Newton found a New Testament and
began to read it. He read chapter a er
chapter un l he was convinced that
Christ's death on the cross was for him.
He wrote later, "I needed someone to
stand between me and a holy God who
must punish my sins and blasphemies. I
needed an Almighty Saviour who would
step in and take my sins away. I saw that
Christ took my punishment so that I
might be pardoned." Twenty‐seven
days later, weak and starving, the crew
reached land and were saved. Newton
saw this as from the loving hand of God.
Years later he wrote, what has become
the most beloved hymn of all me ‐
Amazing Grace:

a volunteer helper and went on to
become chairman of the local group of
Riding for the Disabled. She took
disabled children and adults driving and
ran Riding for the Disabled Associa on
holidays in various loca ons in Scotland.
For many years she was a riding and
road safety examiner for the Bri sh
Amazing Grace
Horse Society.
how sweet the sound,
We loved our mother and she was very That saved a wretch like me!
suppor ve of everything we did. She I once was lost but now am found,
was prac cal and taught us all sorts of Was blind, but now I see.
life skills.
Simon Orr
She, and my father, believed in Jesus
Christ as their Saviour and Lord. We
have chosen Amazing Grace, wri en by
John Newton for our next hymn. He was
a notorious sinner and slave trader who
convinced himself that he was an
atheist. On March 10th 1748 his vessel,
the Greyhound, was being ripped apart
in a powerful storm. He remembered
God and asked for the Lord to have
mercy on them.
The next day when the storm subsided
13
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The Gi of Prayer

Christmas Tree Fes val

Remebrance Sunday—100 years on
anniversary with a variety of special
events and memorial services up and
down the country, as well as in
Milngavie , we also had a special service
on the day. In addi on, the old Altar
Cross which generally resides in the
Vestry was brought out onto the Altar
once more.

I

f you want to discover more about
prayer, then ‘The Gi of Prayer’ (by
Margaret Silf) gently answers ques ons
on the What, Why, Who, When, Where
and How of prayer, in a clear and very
prac cal way.

I

Margaret Silf draws on the wisdom both
of ancient tradi on and contemporary
experience, helping the reader to
understand & prac se prayer in its many
forms.

t's coming up to that me again with
planning for the Christmas Tree
Fes val at St Paul's Parish Church well
under way. It takes place from Saturday
1st un l Friday 7th December and St
Andrew's has been asked to provide
volunteers for the cafe and stewarding
on Sunday 2nd from 1pm un l 4pm. If
you're available and willing to cover
some of this period please let Clare or
Caroline know.

I found it deeply spiritual while at the
same me an extremely prac cal book,
sub tled: ‘Embracing the Sacred in the
Everyday’.

This year the three chari es being
supported are Milngavie Youth Centre,
Glasgow Street Pastors and East
Dunbartonshire Women's Aid.

I hope that others will also enjoy this
book and find it helpful. Our library has
a number of other books on prayer as
well as a selec on on the Ministry of
Healing that have recently been added.

If you've never been before it is well
worth visi ng to see all the
imagina vely decorated trees and listen
to the diverse music programme.

Do have a look!

Caroline

Helen P
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emembrance Sunday this year
coincided with the 100th
anniversary of Armis ce Day,
when at the 11th hour of the
11th day of the eleventh month of 1918,
Big Ben’s chimes marked the end of the
First World War. Of course, back then
they did not use the term ‘First’, as
Lloyd George remarked to a sombre
Parliament ‘I hope we may say that
thus, this fateful morning, came an end
to all wars’. Alas, as we now know, it
was not to be.

This cross was donated to St Andrews
by Captain Robert and Mrs Agnes Lees
in honour of their son who was killed in
the First World War ; ‘ Sacred to the
memory of Lieutenant Robert Wallace
Lees, 2nd Ba KOSB who was killed in
ac on on Sunday 3rd September 2016’.
A li le research
reveals
that
Robert was the
Lees’ third son
and that he was
born
in
Jamalpur
in
India in 1893.
He served as a cadet oﬃcer in the
Oﬃcer Training Corps a ached to
Glasgow University from 1912 to 1914
before taking a commission into the
Royal Scots Fusiliers and entering the
war. He was then transferred to the
Kings Own Sco sh Borderers a er the
ba le of Loos (Western Front, France) in
September 1915 as a second lieutenant.

The casualty figures are staggering: The
Bri sh Empire forces lost nearly 1
million—an addi onal 2 million were
wounded; the total death toll on all
sides was over 8.5 million with Germany
losing the most at over 2 million. When
you start adding on the numbers of
civilians killed, either directly or
indirectly through the figh ng, the total
casual es become literally incredible—
He was killed in ac on on3rd September
over 40million.
2016 in the Ba le of Guillemont, aged
While the na on marked this special
23.
16
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Remebrance Sunday—100 years on
The ba le of Guillemont, 3‐6 September
1916, was the oﬃcial name given to the
figh ng that captured the village of
Guillemont during the first ba le of the
Somme. The dates of the ba le are
rather misleading. Guillemont had been
on the right flank of the Bri sh line since
the middle of July, and had been
a acked without success during August.
The oﬃcial name also covers the
figh ng further north in Delville Wood
and around Ginchy.
Progress on this eastern flank of the
Bri sh line was essen al if the French
and Bri sh were to cooperate properly
north of the Somme. By the start of
September the capture of Guillemont
was becoming more urgent, as the plans
for an a ack north toward Flers and
Courcele e began to take shape. The
successful a ack on Guillemont was
made by XIV corps, and was led by the
20th Division, with the 5th Division to
their right. Their target was Leuze
Wood, 1,500 yards beyond the village,
on a ridge overlooking the village of
Combles.

Healing Ministry 2
ourselves to be transformed by the
Spirit. They are like the three strands of
rope, designed to be intertwined in such
a way that they make our likeness to
Jesus as strong and visible as possible.

others, Lieutenant Robert Wallace Lees,
were wiped out by German fire.
Of them who running on that last high
place
Leapt to swi unseen bullets, or went up
On the hot blast and fury of hell’s
upsurge,
Or plunged and fell away past this
world’s verge,
Some say God caught them even before
they fell.
Wilfred Owen (1893‐1918) from ‘Spring
Oﬀensive (1917)
Lieutenant Robert Wallace Lees
is
commemorated at the Thiepval
Memorial close to Amiens in north east
France. The Memorial, to the Missing of
the Somme, bears the names of more
than 72,000 oﬃcers and men of the
United Kingdom and South African
forces who died in the Somme sector
before 20 March 1918 and have no
known grave.

The southern part of the a ack on 3
September suﬀered the most heavily.
There the 13th Brigade had been relying
on the French for a final bombardment
of their objec ve, Falfemont Farm, but
the French became stuck in Combles
Ravine, and were unable to make any
progress. The leading waves of the first
ba alion to a ack, led by, amongst

Thiepval Memorial
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n his life on earth, Jesus was
commi ed not only to proclaiming the
good news of God’s kingdom and love
through his words, but also showing
people the reality of the kingdom,
through his acts of compassion and
healing.
Healing was a natural
expression of the outpouring of God’s
love into people’s lives.

Like Jesus, all our ac ons in suppor ng
others spring from our love and
compassion, whether we are reaching
out to those we know, or to those who
surround us in the community, or to
those who live on the other side of the
world. We hold them in prayer, and
express our love and compassion for
them in prac cal ways. This too is where
the Chris an healing ministry springs
from, from our increasing love for the
Lord, and from our love and compassion
for others.

Christ calls us to love and care for the
Our faith teaches us that to be a
world, including caring for people’s
Chris an involves becoming more like
physical and emo onal health. We use
Christ. That we are called :
whatever means are at our disposal, and
‐ to develop the kind of rela onship that this, of course, includes all the wonders
of modern medicine and surgery. The
Jesus had with God the Father;
Church’s ministry of healing is not
‐ to have our lives transformed by the
instead of these riches, but as well as
Holy Spirit, so that we increasingly
them.
reflect the fruits and gi s of the Spirit
that Jesus showed in his life;
Yet we can see a parallel between the
two. A doctor or surgeon will make an
‐ to learn to serve others with the same
interven on; if it is a good interven on,
love and power in which Jesus served
nature will respond with renewal and
the people surrounding him.
healing. This is surely what any surgeon
Serving others like Jesus is as much a will say a er surgery – they are not the
part of our discipleship as deepening our healers, but they facilitate the natural
rela onship with God and allowing healing processes which they can see
18
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Healing Ministry 2
taking place in the body. With prayer for
healing, the interven on comes from
God, rather than through human skill,
but the healing comes through the
natural proper es of the body. There is a
mystery about all healing, but especially
healing in response to prayer. We
cannot control it or produce it on
demand, but the more we pray the more
o en it seems to happen.
We are a loving and compassionate
congrega on, involved in all sorts of
ways in caring for others. To include
prayers for healing within our regular
services, seems a natural step for our
church to take at this me, one that will
benefit us all, and in the future might
well reach out to others in the
community around us. For this ministry
is also ‘evangelis c’ in the way it brings
the love of Christ closer to those prayed
for and to those praying.
This is an every member ministry, which
we are all called to support with our
prayers. And any member can feel called
to become more involved, and if
needed, can learn to pray naturally with
others too. The ministry is firmly based
upon Jesus’ healing ministry, and it is to
him that we look for guidance and
inspira on, both as we train and as we
minister.

are right to trust in more than we can
see. As you look at the person before
you, focus on the love, grace and power
of God. The act of faith is to bring them
together in your heart and mind, and
thus be the ‘channel’ between them and
God. The challenge is to overcome our
natural midity, and to approach God
with expectancy. Our calling is to walk
humbly with our Lord, listening to the
promp ngs of his Spirit as we pray.

The quiet suﬀering of Mary at the foot
of the cross was to bear the pain of the
unexplained. That is the load that many
seriously people have to bear, and part
of our calling is to share the load, at
least for a me.

I shall be preaching about the healing
ministry in January, and a er the service,
over coﬀee, there will be an opportunity
for ques ons or comments about
anything I have said or wri en. Please
hold this ministry in your prayers

The emphasis on the here and now, and
on individual well‐being, is the context
in which the church today is called to
live the life of faith, to stand in the line
of those who, in the past, have believed
and trusted in God (see Hebrews 11).

Jesus came to ini ate a radically new
order. He called people to live out a new
life‐style, obedient to God’s purpose for
his world, so that God’s will would be
done on earth as it is in heaven. This was
real life, truly human life, with all its
poten al realised, a quality of life and
well‐being, fullness of life, as Jesus
promised

It is a context which oﬀers us great
opportuni es to proclaim and live out a
Chris an approach to health and
healing,
and through that to
demonstrate the saving grace of God in
ways that our society can understand
and iden fy with. Thus involvement in
health and healing is an important
cu ng edge between the church and
society, an evangelis c tool. (incl the
words healing and salva on)

The work of the Chris an ministry of
healing is not the strong caring for the
weak. The more we enter the field of
care and prayer, the more we become
aware of our own limita ons. We realise
that we need prayer for ourselves.

Learning to pray with faith is about
We will learn and be challenged by the
le ng go, a le ng go that is based on
brave and diﬃcult journeys of those for
our convic on that in this situa on we
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?? Quiz Night ??

Healing Ministry 2
whom we pray.
God, listening to the promp ngs of his
Spirit as we pray for those of his
children who are hur ng.

O

n Thursday 15th November, the
Girls Brigade held another Quiz
Night in aid of Glasgow Children’s
Hospital and held at St Paul’s Church
Hall. The team represen ng St Andrew’s
were: Pamela, Gordon, Angela and
John, Helen, Tim, and Clare.
If your recall, we have been past
winners of the trophy, but on Thursday
night we came a creditable 3rd a er
some impressive feats of knowledge
amongst our panel. No more so than
John Rigg when the ques on was ‘What
is the diameter of the earth?’. As the
panel conferred, it was apparent that no
‐one knew the answer. However all was
not lost, as John said that he could
probably work it out—and without
having to drill down to Australia…

It transpires he knew the circumference
of the globe and as all of us are aware,
the circumference of a circle is 2πr, the
area of a circle is πr2, the diameter of a
circle is 2r, so the answer must be in
there somewhere, and apparently
according to John it was 7,600 miles. It
emerged that he was only 300 miles
short which was pre y impressive given
that he was calcula ng the answer
For who can measure the power of without knowing it. Except for the fact
prayer?
that if you were going round the world
in 80 days from here and relying on that
informa on, you would end up in the
Liz F
North Sea or the Atlan c...300 miles
short of your des na on...
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Thanks for all the Fish Coﬀee*

Dorcas
However, as Sophie pointed out, not
before they first had tea and cake….an
essen al part of
the
Dorcas’
rou ne. Then a
stop
for
lunch...and then
another break for
more tea and
cake…
In between all this ea ng and drinking,
the weaving together of various
coloured wools and ribbon produced
some very impressive wall hangings..

D

Once everyone had weaved their way
orcas met at the Hall on through the a ernoon, and with the end
Saturday 17th November to of the session loom‐ing, the finished
learn yet another new cra wall hangings were displayed sew
skill‐weaving, using a small everyone could see...
frame loom. Clare and Sophie were the
experienced weavers on hand to
demonstrate the technique and oﬀer
ps to the group, and soon they were all
busy beavering away with their weaving.

M

any thanks to, well, everyone.
As usual, the coﬀee was good
and the morning was sunny, and we
had a very successful social event,
mee ng up with friends old and new.
The total money raised has crept up
since Sunday, as more cket money
came in and more of Margaret Kenley’s
cra items were bought by hall users
through the week, and now stands at
£676. Margaret has generously donated
all money raised from her stall to the
church.

Friends old

The me and eﬀort of having a coﬀee
morning might lead to a feeling of
“never again”, but I’m sure everyone
will be thinking “we must do this again
some me”. In the hope and
expecta on of the la er, see you next
year, same me, same place.
Freda.
*With apologies to Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
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Prayer Tree

Coﬀee Morning 2

Prayer Tree

Robin...with apron
(again)

Kitchen staﬀ slaving over hot ke les and
stoves...or maybe just wondering where
Freda is...

Is there a person or situation that you
would like to be included in the
church’s weekly prayers?
If so, use the leaves provided and hang
the leaf on the tree. The person or situation will be remembered in the prayers

S

We were greatly honoured to have a famous celebrity in our midst but as you can
see he preferred to remain incognito...
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ome of you may have no ced or intercession.
a ‘tree’ with coloured leaves
There has been some experimenta on
posi oned beside our library.
with posi oning of the tree in the hope
The idea was inspired by a that it may be more no ceable. At
prayer tree in Dornoch Cathedral, seen present it’s beside the prayer sec on of
by Caroline and Angela. Though we are the library & therefore less likely to get
not a cathedral & our church doors are mixed up with the sale of paperbacks
not open each day for visitors, we on the top of the piano!
thought that perhaps there are hall
Do add a prayer to our tree & make
users during the week, who might like
another link with our Tuesday Prayer
to add a prayer leaf to the tree.
group.
We already have our prayer board at
the back of the church where names
can be wri en so this is an addi onal Helen
opportunity for prayers of thanksgiving
24
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Vestry

AGM Appointments
Announcing:

Summary notes taken from the Minutes
of the Vestry Mee ng held on Monday,
1st October 2018:
Labyrinth, Healing Services and Prayer
Tree covered elsewhere in the
Magazine; rotas to be drawn up for
organists and monthly preachers; small
working group to look at op ons for
decora ng chancel; Andrea has been
elected
onto
the
Preparatory
Commi ee of the Diocese to elect the
new Bishop; AGM elec ons discussed
(see below) and agreed that in absence
of a candidate for Treasurer this be
dealt with on a ‘team basis’ in the
interim, overseen by Gordon. Discussion
also about possible altera ons to the
porch and back of the church/forma on
of a new vestry; Andrea & Angela
a ended
Milngavie
Churches
Associa on and the Commi ee of
Milngavie Churches’ mee ngs as
arrangements
for
Remembrance
Sunday, The Christmas Tree Fes val and
the week of Chris an Unity were
discussed.

New Vestry members ‐ Chris Smith
and Jane Joy. (Caroline stood down)
Lay Rep
‐ Tim Rhead
Alternate Lay Rep
‐ Steve McVey
People's Warden
‐ Steve McVey
Hall Convener ‐ Robert Anderson
Social Convener
‐ Clare McVey
Flower Convener **‐ Clare McVey
Treasurer *
‐ Gordon Rutherford
Secretary
‐ Angela Rigg.
* with team support from Marie Milne
and Angela Rigg
** with hopefully team support from
talented flower arrangers

Magazine Material
The next issue of the magazine
will be issued on Sunday 27th
January 2019, so may I have any
articles or photos/material etc. by
the preceding Sunday 20
January 2019 please - thank you!

Christmas Cards with service mes to
be handed out at Patronal Service—
John Drane to preach; money
transferred to Diocese for Bishop’s
re rement fund. Next Mee ng Monday
19 November 2018.
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SERVICES CALENDAR
DECEMBER 2018/JANUARY 2019
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DAY

DATE

SERVICES

SUNDAY

2 DECEMBER

THURSDAY

6 DECEMBER

SUNDAY

9 DECEMBER

THURSDAY

13 DECEMBER

SUNDAY

16 DECEMBER

THURSDAY

20 DECEMBER

SUNDAY

23 DECEMBER

4TH SUNDAY OF
ADVENT

4PM CAROL SERVICE

TUESDAY

25 DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS DAY

10AM SUNG EUCHARIST

THURSDAY

27 DECEMBER

SUNDAY

30 DECEMBER

THURSDAY

3 JANUARY

SUNDAY

6 JANUARY

THURSDAY

10 JANUARY

SUNDAY

13 JANUARY

THURSDAY

17 JANUARY

SUNDAY

20 JANUARY

THURSDAY

24 JANUARY

SUNDAY

27 JANUARY

THURSDAY

31 JANUARY

ADVENT SUNDAY

10AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10AM SAID EUCHARIST

2ND SUNDAY OF

10AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10AM SAID EUCHARIST

3RD SUNDAY OF

10AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10AM SAID EUCHARIST

10AM SAID EUCHARIST
1ST SUNDAY OF
CHRISTMAS

10AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10AM SAID EUCHARIST

EPIPHANY

10AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10AM SAID EUCHARIST

BAPTISM OF CHRIST

10AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10AM SAID EUCHARIST

3RD SUNDAY OF
EPIPHANY

10AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10AM SAID EUCHARIST

4TH SUNDAY OF
EPIPHANY

10AM SUNG EUCHARIST
10AM SAID EUCHARIST
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