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Pastoral Letter 
Rev. Andrea Hagenbuch, Rector 

A s I write this, we are experiencing 
the high drama of Brexit – history 

in the making.  As the dreaded 29th 
March creeps closer and closer we 
seem to be no further forward - in fact 
the opposite! 
 
Throughout history there has always 
been a certain amount of criticism of 
politicians. Perhaps in some cases 
justifiably.  But having known a number 
of them, all from varied persuasions, I 
feel a degree of support and 
understanding is called for. The 

politicians I know work long hours with 
commitment and passion. Making 
decisions in these confusing and 
complex times, being at the mercy of 
the media - often misquoted and out of 
context – is a challenging business.   
 
I think they need the support of our 
prayers for wisdom and integrity to 
guide us forward into calmer and 
clearer waters. 

While our politicians are thrashing it 
out at Westminster, we at St Andrew’s 
are drawing theological wisdom from 
Tom Wright as we guide ourselves 
through the journey of Lent.  Tom’s 
daily bible passages and reflections are 
proving very insightful and thought 
provoking.  In the calm of our church 
we can absorb the word of God and 
read about the journey of Christ to the 
cross.  But this is in hindsight.  To have 
been alive in the time of Christ, to have 
been with him and witness his 
teachings and ministry, to see the 
crowd’s reactions and the response of 
the authorities would have been very 
different.  There would have been 
excitement, confusion, fear, noise and 
uncertainty.  Most people wouldn’t 
have known what was going on! 
 
So, nothing changes… in our earthly 
lives we look to Christ to guide us to 
salvation and through these days of 
Lent we look to the cross – the source 
and foundation of resurrection hope. 
 
Life at St Andrew’s has been busy since 
Christmas. Tim and I have been 
attending various Synods in order to 
elect a new bishop.  Unfortunately, the 
final election was not conclusive, so we 
face more Saturdays over the summer 
repeating the same process. 
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Pastoral Letter 
Rev. Andrea Hagenbuch, Rector 

Gordon, Gail, Robert and I have been 
preparing for the Holy week and Easter 
services. We have been under the 
pressure of the organist who is planning 
a month’s cruise over the season to 
have everything organised before he 
goes.  He obviously wants to imagine 
exactly what we are up to as he sails 
through the Adriatic on a calm blue sea! 

Liz and I had a fabulous day out to the 
borders during that freak warm spell in 
February.  We went to check out 
Witchester the retreat house which we 
are booked into for our church retreat 
in May.  It was a glorious day.  The 
house and garden looked super.  We 
met the staff and exchanged ideas for 
the visit.  
 
We returned via the scenic route 
through the border hills – wonderful! 
This evening we are continuing our 
spirituality course “Soul keeping” with 
Bishopbriggs.  This has been a great 
success.  We have all enjoyed sharing 

ministry with our neighbours and 
exploring our souls – what they are and 
how we feed them and nurture them.  
This evening the subject is “The Grateful 
Soul.” 
 
Indeed, we have much to be grateful for 
and to look forward to: Tim is planning a 
bird song walk in a couple of weeks – 
the 7am start will be a challenge but 
perhaps if its followed by 
breakfast…..Dorcas and the book club 
continue to meet and thrive.  Even the 
WHW walking group has managed a few 
sorties.  The weather has been a bit iffy, 
but we have had some fun.  Angela 
particularly had some fun in a burn! 
Luckily thanks to Gortex she was able to 
keep smiling! 
 
 As we arrive at the end of Lent, I pray 
we may all have a truly meaningful Holy 
Week and wonderful celebration of 
Easter. 
 
Please do, if you can, join in as many 
services as possible.  The celebration of 
Easter is always greater having walked 
the journey of Holy week together. 
 
Blessings and love  
Andrea   
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W ritten by 
the 

author of the 
very successful 
novel ‘Girl with 
a Pearl Earring’, 
‘At the Edge of 
the Orchard’ is 
Chevalier's 
latest book 
which looks at a 
pioneer family 
trying to scrape 
out a life in the 
swamps of Ohio in the 19th Century. 

It's called At the Edge of the Orchard, 
and it follows the lives of James and 
Sadie Goodenough, two characters who 
are at each other's throats for much of 
the book. Sadie is a violent, abusive 
drunk; and James is obsessed with 
growing sweet apples, as opposed to 
the sour, cider-making varieties that 
would enable Sadie's drinking. The 
couple has 10 children, but many of 
them are picked off by swamp fever. 

Chevalier is known for the research she 
puts into her novels. She took a 
painting class when she was writing Girl 
with a Pearl Earring, and went fossil 
hunting for Remarkable Creatures. But 
for writing At the Edge of the 
Orchard called for a different kind of 
research:, as she said : "I ate a lot of 
apples." 

F rom its title to 
its conclusion, 

Stuart Turton’s 
time-shifting, body
- swapping murder 
mystery keeps 
readers guessing. 
For our book 
group discussion, 
we began with 
murder mysteries 
as a genre and 
moved on to 
discussing the role 

of detectives, victims and locations 
before getting to grips with the 
specifics of this novel. I’ll say no more 
about those specific features – clue 
hunters, you’re on your own for this 
one. 

If you are tempted to dive into Evelyn 
Hardcastle’s world, you might find 
yourself resorting to a notebook, then a 
whiteboard and probably anything else 
you can write on to keep track of 
events or you might just go with the 
flow and see if you can guess where 
you’ll end up. For those of you up for 
this challenge, line up suitable 
beverages, give yourself plenty of time, 
a paper rather than kindle copy of the 
book for easy cross-reference and of 
course a comfy chair. Good luck and 
happy detecting! 

Angela 

February Book March Book 
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WINDOW WANDERLAND 

I  was approached by Maxine from 
Milngavie Business Improvement 

District to see if the Dorcas Craft Group 
would be interested to get involved 
with Window Wanderland, a new event 
for Milngavie to be held over two 
evenings in February.  

Having pitched this request and my idea 
for it to the goup in January I was 
grateful to Gail, Mark and Liz McD  for 

picking up my enthusiasm and running 
with my suggested theme. 

I've sometimes wondered when 
listening to biblical readings describing 
the disciples fishing what their reaction 
would be today if they hauled in their 
nets and discovered their catch 
contaminated with plastic. With this in 
mind I wanted to bring St Andrew the 
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WINDOW WANDERLAND 

Drum Castle 

fisherman into the reality of today by 
depicting a contrasting sea scene and 
sending out an important environmental 
message about the state of our oceans 
due to plastic pollution. Our 
SOS  message is open to personal 
interpretation.  Save Our Souls is what 
church is about and fitted well with our 
Lenten study course of Jon Ortberg's 
book Soul Keeping but also Save Our 
Seas to raise awareness.  

Having an idea is one thing but it takes a 
imaginative team to create something as 
bold and eye catching as our 
wanderland windows. My thanks to Gail, 
Mark and Liz for making it such an 
exciting, enjoyable and hopefully 
memorable project. 

Caroline 

Thanks indeed to Caroline, Gail, Mark & 
Liz for all their work which earned them 
a well deserved winners award for the 
best designed window art. Thanks also 
to Veronica's daughter Kate who, we can 
assure other participants, was singularly 
impartial in her role as judge! 

‘Window Wanderland” is a 
neighbourhood arts project where 
people decorate and illuminate their 
windows to create an outdoor gallery 
trail for the community to enjoy on a 
specified night or nights during the long 
dark evenings in winter. It was started in 
Bristol by artist and resident Lucy Reeves 
Khan four years ago and has spread 

across the UK and worldwide. It is about 
lifting people’s spirits and warding off 
feelings of isolation, having fun being 
creative and bringing people out to 
explore their local area and meet their 
neighbours.  

There were some other very creditable 
entries on view in the village—not quite 
as good as ours (!) but nonetheless 
good…. 
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Dorcas 

Falkland Palace 

I n February we made some amazing 
sets of jewellery from bake in the 

oven Fimo clay. Morag brought us every 
colour of clay imaginable and showed us 
how to blend and mix the clay to create 
beads with a marble effect. These were 
then fashioned into earrings, necklaces 
or bracelets with great end results. 

How do you make flowers using forks? 
Having stumbled upon a YouTube clip of 
this very technique Freda took up the 
challenge of acquiring the skill and com-
ing to the group in March to teach us 
all.  

We tried two different methods amid 
much hilarity as we wound and thread-

ed our wool in and out of fork prongs. 
Can I assure readers all forks were 
washed before being returned to the 
cutlery drawer! After a slow start we did 
become quite proficient at our petal 
making and once sewn together with a 
centre bead or button they made pretty 
flowers. 

Our April Dorcas will be a self-taught 
session of needle felting with a variety 
of animals to choose from. As we meet 
the day before Easter I think there will 
be some flower arranging going on as 
well. 

Caroline 

 

Follow us on Facebook DorcasCraft-
Group@StAndrewsG62 
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Safeguarding of Vulnerable Groups 

 

D ear All, 

At a Vestry meeting in January, one 
of the items discussed was Safeguarding 
of Vulnerable Groups.  

In case you’re not familiar with this 
topic, it refers to ensuring the safety of 
vulnerable people, most commonly 
children and older adults. In years gone 
by it used to be called just “Child 
Protection” but this was expanded to 
include other groups that are at risk 
from abuse or exploitation by others – 
including by members of their own 
family. It’s important to appreciate the 
scope of Safeguarding, which covers a 
range of different forms of abuse: 
physical, verbal, emotional, 
psychological/mental, bullying, demands 
for or soliciting of money etc. 

The Diocese is actively encouraging all 
churches to adopt an inclusive approach 
in which the whole congregation 

understands and participates in 
“owning” the issue of Safeguarding, by 
which we mean everyone should take 
some responsibility for Safeguarding. 
Several action points came out of the 
discussion in the Vestry meeting and, as 
the nominated person for Protection of 
Vulnerable Groups (PVG) I have been 
charged with updating our Emergency 
Contacts list regardless of age. 

To this end and on behalf of the Vestry I 
would like to record for all 
congregational members the telephone 
numbers of two people (a first choice 
and a backup) who can respond 
relatively quickly when contacted in an 
emergency. Examples of emergency 
situations include accidents, physical 
and mental illness, hospital admissions 
etc. Typical contacts include family 
members, close friends or neighbours 
that know you well. Contact information 
you provide will remain confidential and 
will be held securely in the Vestry office. 

Over the next few weeks I’ll speak to 
everybody and collect these useful 
numbers. You can opt out, but it would 
be very helpful to have them to hand in 
the event of an emergency. 

Many thanks, 

Freda Anderson, 

PVG Coordinator 
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Diocesan News 

St Stephen’s Cathedral 

Electoral Synod unable to 
elect new Bishop of Glasgow 
& Galloway 

 

 

 

 

March 16, 2019  

T oday’s meeting of the Electoral 
Synod of the Diocese of Glasgow & 

Galloway was unable to achieve a 
majority vote for a new Bishop to 
succeed the Rt Rev Dr Gregor Duncan 
who retired in October 2018. 

The Electoral Synod comprises clergy 
within the Diocese and Lay 
Representatives from each 
congregation across the Diocese of 
Glasgow & Galloway and is chaired by 
the Primus of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church, The Most Rev Mark Strange 
who says “Today, following a lengthy 
process of discernment, interview and 
ballot, the Electoral Synod of the 
Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway felt 
unable to elect a bishop from the 
names presented to them. 

“I will issue a fresh mandate in the next 
few days and the process will begin 
again. 

“Please pray for those who offered 

themselves and for those still charged 
with finding the next Bishop of Glasgow 
and Galloway”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he Dean of Glasgow & Galloway, 
and Rector of St Mary’s Hamilton 

and St Andrew’s Uddingston, the Very 
Rev Ian Barcroft, is moving on, as from 
1st June he begins a new role as 
Provincial Director of Ordinands, a full 
time post based in Edinburgh working 
with the College of Bishops and the 
Principal of the Theological Institute, 
having responsibility for all seeking a 
vocation to authorised and full time 
ministry in the SEC.  

We wish Ian well in his new role and are 
grateful to him for all his hard work over 
the years. 

  

The Diocese are in the process of 
purchasing a property to relocate the 
Diocesan Office/Centre, which better 
suits current requirements and which 
provides greater accessibility than the 
existing premises which are no longer fit 
for purpose. Further details to follow. 
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Christian Aid Week 

T his year Christian Aid Week runs 
from 12-19 May. As usual I would 

be very grateful to anyone who could 
help with some door-to-door 
collecting. You deliver an envelope to 
every house in your allocated patch, 
and return after a day or two to collect 
it.  

I usually go back a couple of times to 
try to get as many as possible, but any 
help you can offer will be very 
welcome. The money is all handed into 
St Paul’s church hall for counting on 
the Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
evenings. If anyone would prefer to 
count than to collect, that would also 
be great.  

Thanks in advance! 

Liz M 

 

O nce again we will be hosting a 
super soup lunch in aid of 

Christian Aid on Saturday 11 May from 
12.30-2pm. Please come and sample 
some delicious soups with some bread 
and cheese. Bring your friends and help 
bowl over poverty! Offers of soup will 
be very welcome.  

Liz M 
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Talent Auction Bird Song Walks 

 

 

 

 

 

C oming this summer, most likely to 
be Sunday 18th August, we’re 

repeating this celebration of St 
Andrew’s fount of diverse talents. 
Stephen Hagenbuch has agreed to 
reprise his role of Auctioneer 
Extraordinaire.  

All that’s missing is a supply of offered 
talents and a list of wishes seeking 
fulfilment. As a talent or wish occurs to 

you, please 
pass it on to 
Angela. 
Who knows 
what skills, 
excursions 
and 
experiences 
we might 
get to 
sample this 
time round?   

 

 

Maybe Peter and Jenny with their 
acrobatic routine again… 

 

 

 

S aturday April 6th. Meet outside 
Tesco at 7 am for easy level walk, 

back before 9 am. Friends welcome.  

£10 donation for church funds 
requested.  

S aturday May 11th. Another walk to 
hear summer visitors. Meet outside 

Tesco at time to be agreed for same 
easy walk. If there is demand, a third 
walk for yellowhammers may be 
arranged. There may be a discount if 
you come to all three !  See Tim if you 
are interested in any of these.  
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Unique Church Buildings 

‘A  Unique church building’ hardly 
begins to describe one of the 

most iconic buildings in the world—the 
Sagrada Familia (‘Holy Family’) Basilica 
in Barcelona. Indeed it was designated 
as a UNESCO World Heritage site in 
1984. Designed by the renowned Antoni 
Gaudi, the cornerstone for the cathedral 
was laid in 1882, and the construction is  
currently scheduled for completion in 
2026—a total of 144 years! 

Gaudi was apparently never troubled by 
the pace of construction and in fact was 
reported to have said at the time ‘ my 
client is in no hurry….’ 

In fact, it is estimated that had it not 
been for the advent of technology which 
enabled computerised cutting of the 

stonework and advances in construction 
techniques, the cathedral would have 
taken a further 100 years to build. By 
way of context, the construction period 
for other famous cathedrals is noted 
below: 

Notre Dame—100 years 
Lincoln Cathedral—100 years 
St Peter’s  Basilica—144 years 
York Minster—252 years 
Cologne Cathedral —600 years but 
that’s a story for another time.. 
 
The stunning interior of the Sagrada 

Familia is filled 
with symbols of 
nature and the 
columns and 
supports are 
organic in 
appearance, 
resembling the 
trunk and 
branches of a 
forest of trees 
reaching ever 
upwards. 
 
 

It is an extraordinary building which so 
impressed me when I visited it in 2008, I   
was determined to revisit it once 
completed, when the full scale of 
Gaudi’s vision will be seen in all its glory. 
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Diamond Wedding 

R 
ecognise the newly-weds?  
Yes—you are correct—it is 
indeed Gordon and Pamela 

Rutherford on the occasion of their 
wedding on 4th April 1959. They are 
therefore shortly to celebrate their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary—60 
years of marriage. 

Gordon and Pamela were married at St 
Augustine’s Anglican Church in the 
Diocese of St Edmondsbury and 
Ipswich, in the town of Ipswich where 
Pamela was staying with her parents at 
the time.  I understand that Pamela 
was sent by her father up to Glasgow 
for a 6 month trial to see if she liked 
Glasgow—and Gordon (!) - and 
evidently she liked both! Considering 
she has lived in Glasgow for most of her 
life, Pamela has resisted any inclination 
to lapse into the ‘Weegie’ vernacular, 

adhering to the Queen’s English like 
wot one was brot up wiv in London. 

The organist’s seat will be occupied by 
others over much of April as Gordon & 
Pamela are due to embark on a 4 week 
cruise by way of celebrating this very 
special event. The church will fall apart 
in their absence of course, but they can 
put us all back together again when 
they return.. 
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Walk– Loch Ardinning 

Y ou will remember our West 
Highland Way walkers group? This 
is them… 

Oops—wrong photo—this is them… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They have been out training again 
(walking that is) this time at Loch 
Ardinning near Strathblane. The 
weather was not great—fairly overcast 
but nonetheless the walk was great if a 
little muddy, and the views superb 
across the loch to the Campsies and 
Dumgoyne in the background…..                    

Andrea brought the dogs, including 
Teddy, who I think is named after Andy 
Pandy’s wee friend as he looks just like 
him—don’t you think? 

 

Andrea’s Teddy— 

doesn’t look very 

pleased with his 

nice jumper on.. 

Andy Pandy’s Teddy—

he’s the one on the 

right…...waving 

goodbye...goodbye 
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Vestry 

Summary notes from the Minutes of 
the Vestry Meeting held on Monday, 4 
March 2019: 

Charities –  Guiding principles for giving 
emerged from discussion: support for 
lesser known charities, preference for 
charities where more money went to 
the cause rather than on overheads, 
desire to support local charities and 
preference for sustainable, local 
community action for international 
giving. It was agreed to give £200 each 
to Zane, SSAFA and GAMH . £1000 of 
charitable giving remains to be 
allocated.  

Magazines – the current pricing and 
means of distribution for the magazine 
will continue. Fundraising – Angela will 
organise a Talent Auction for August; 
Jane has offered to organise a cake walk 
for late June or early September; Tim 
offered to run two bird watching walks, 
one at the beginning of April, the other 
at the start of May, at perhaps £10 per 
person; Gail will organise collecting 
tubes for coins to start after the Lent 
boxes and Christian Aid collection; a 
collection plate could be put out for 
donations at big services such as the 
Carol Service; Andrea offered her house 
for a Strawberry Tea possibly on 
Saturday 1st June. Gordon put the fund 
raising target for the rest of this year as 
£1,900. Hall lets – Angela and Robert 
have looked at the rates paid by existing 

groups and have deferred suggesting 
any increases in order to help sustain 
the groups and thereby their continued 
use of the hall.  Labyrinth – Tim said 
that EDC had given permission for the 
labyrinth, Milngavie in Bloom has 
offered a strimmer and the Association 
of Milngavie Churches has been 
approached for support. Open Church – 
the church has been kept open 
alongside the January and February 
Dorcas sessions. It was agreed to 
continue this.       

Rector’s Items:    Andrea is now 
Convener of the NW Regional Council 
(Tim is Secretary) and will also sit on the 
Diocesan Property Committee. 
Treasurer’s items: Gordon has 
negotiated a £500 reduction in the 
Diocesan Housing grant rather than the 
£1,000 proposed by the Diocese. 

Ethical policy: In following up the 
information she had provided at the last 
meeting, Gail suggested the Vestry 
should approach discussion of ethical 
policy in small units over a succession of 
meetings. Kitchen - related topics were 
discussed, concerning recycling and the 
purchase of tea, coffee, sugar and milk. 
The possibility of insulating the church 
loft space was also raised. The Vestry is 
considering a formal policy regarding 
how we operate and spend money at St 
Andrew's, based on principles such as 
fair trade, environmental stewardship, 
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animal welfare and responsible 
investment. 

This will be discussed over several 
Vestry meetings and input from the 
congregation will be sought as the 
policy develops. 

Property: Steve had met with the 
Diocesan architect and the contractor 
to get agreement and a quotation on 
how to deal with the persistent 
dampness in the chancel. MAP: St 
Andrew’s had returned the Diocesan 
survey; the survey had been discussed 
at the Diocesan synod. Safeguarding:  
The short form version of St Andrew’s 
safeguarding policy has been finalised.  

Music: Hugh Macdonald will play the 
organ on Palm Sunday, George Farrow 
on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, 
George Inwood on Easter Day. Calendar 
dates: Andrea will sort out the Easter 
card with service details for Holy Week. 
The arrangements for the Whitchester 
Retreat are going well.  

Milngavie Churches: St Andrew’s will 
lead the Tuesday, 16th April Holy Week 
service – in addition to Andrea, 4 
stewards and a reader will be required. 
For the 19th April, Walk of Witness, 2 
marshals, a prayer leader and reader 
will be required.                                                                                     

   Date of next meeting:  

    Monday, 1st April at 7.30pm                         

Vestry 

The next issue of the magazine 
will be issued on Sunday 26th 
May 2019, so may I have any 
articles or photos/material etc. by 
the preceding Sunday 19th May 

2019 please - thank you! 

Magazine Material 

T he Vestry convened an 
extraordinary meeting in 

response to the appeals for aid to 
help the areas affected by Cyclone 
Idai. A donation of £500 has now 
been sent to the Disasters Emergency 
Fund earmarked for Mozambique. 

Vestry also approved donations of 
£200 each to the following charities 
as part of the church’s annual giving: 

GAMH—Glasgow Association for 
Mental Health; 

ZANE— provides help to people in 
need in Zimbabwe 

SSAFA—The Armed Forces Charity 

Charitable Giving 
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DAY DATE  SERVICES 

THURSDAY 4 APRIL  10AM SAID EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY  7 APRIL PASSION SUNDAY 10AM SUNG EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY 11 APRIL  10AM SAID EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 14 APRIL PALM SUNDAY 10AM SUNG EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY 18 APRIL MAUNDY THURSDAY 7PM SUNG EUCHARIST 

FRIDAY 19 APRIL GOOD FRIDAY 2PM DEVOTIONAL SERVICE 

SUNDAY 21 APRIL EASTER SUNDAY 10AM SUNG EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY 25 APRIL  10AM SAID EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 28 APRIL 
2ND SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
10AM SUNG EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY 2 MAY   10AM SAID EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 5 MAY 
3RD SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
10AM SUNG EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY 9 MAY  10AM SAID EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 12 MAY 
4TH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
10AM SUNG EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY 16 MAY  10AM SAID EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 19 MAY 
5TH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
10AM SUNG EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY 23 MAY   10AM SAID EUCHARIST 

SUNDAY 26 MAY 
6TH SUNDAY OF 

EASTER 
10AM SUNG EUCHARIST 

THURSDAY  30 MAY ASCENSION DAY 10AM SAID EUCHARIST 

SERVICES CALENDAR 

APRIL/MAY 2019 


